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In the matter of

Implementation of Section 25 of
the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of

Direct Broadcast Satellite
Public Service Obligations

TO: The Commission

We would point out that the above referenced matter is

an amendment to the Cabl~laws al~eady existing, which

provide for public access. Furt~er, the creative but

unbelievable grammatical construction by which APTS claims

Congress gave them an exclusive right to noncommercial

DBS ~roadcasts is patently illegal and even unconstitutional.

Equally so is the HITN claim that no pUblic broadcasters are

to be included in the noncommercial category.

Ho,~e'ver, Congress in its wisdom recognizing that

existing law already provided for public access, and aware

that satellite technology since 1958 was paid for by the

Amer±¢an taxpayer, surely dtd not write this law to exclude

pUblic access. The fact that it already exists meant no

mention was needed, unless it were the intent to exclude,

which would be done only by direct spelling out.

As for USSBls claim or no compelling need for regional

broadcasts, local cable operators are so extremely local that

just to cover New York Cjty requires six non-interconnected

cable systQms. And adjoining towns and cities involve do~en6

more. Public access needs thi.s technology, and is as entitled

to participate in it as in existing cable system .
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